THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

saved the situation, but it also satisfied the Communists'
ambition to get command of the Central Army.

In the actual war operations the Spanish tacticians
believed in remaining on the defensive, trying to wear
down the enemy and waste his resources, while at the
same time doing all that was possible for the perfection
and organisation of their own territory, forming staffs of
officers, drawing up reserves, believing always that the
quantity and quality of the latter are the principal factors
in a decisive battle. They only believed in strategic
advances which would not cost too many lives, and which,
if they were successful, might change the whole course
of the campaign.

The creation of strategic reserves was very difficult,
because the enemy, always on the offensive, made us use
what small reserves we had before they could be properly
trained. Moreover, sometimes at the suggestion of the
Russian technicians, and sometimes through their insist-
ence, we attempted offensives at Brunete, Teruel and
Aragon. The result of these, as we could foresee, was to
confirm our impotence and waste our meagre reserves.
On the other hand, the Russians flatly opposed the only
plan of offensive which could have been realised with a
real chance of success, since it would have been made
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